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The Bottom Line
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Site Contamination is Not the End of the Road
www.newyork.construction.com
Site operators — went bankrupt. The Glen Cove
Development Corp. stepped in to purchase the
site in 1984,
The 8-mi-long waterfront is a key feature of
by JoAnne Castagna Glen Cove, which is on Long Island's north
share, about 28 mi. east of Mew York City. For
Even the most challenging site decades, one mile of the waterfront was oc-
- cupied by variols industries, and a porfion was
PTDﬂlEITIS - such as |'.II1]]EI'.:T5 ; ¢ Gy Cr: JuAnne Castagna is a techinical writereditos

registered in the federal Superfund
program — have solutions that can
pave the way for redevelopment.

Recently on a cool, breezy morning
on Long Island's watarfront, a proud mayor en-
thusiastically announcad to the public and me-
diz-assembied an a notoriougly contaminated
property that the last trucklosd of radioactive
waste was being hauled away as she spoke.

The ity 15 Glen Cove, and the property is
part of & 214-acre mixed-use waterfront de-
velopment being planned on land that in
cludes the Li Tungsten Superiund Site.

The remediation project offers a successin
case study showing how public agencies,
thrugh creative partnerships with private de-
velopers and contractors, can play a critical
role i rehabilitating fand contaminated [y
past Lses. The collaboration was evident in the
group of officials who joined the mayor, Mary
Ann Holzkamp, at the podium on that moming,
including meambers of e US Ervironmental
Protection Agency, LS, Arrmy Corps of Engl-
nesrs, and vanous state and local agencies

& key element in the project’s success oo
curred two decades ago, al a poin where the
site’s prospects seemed dire The proparty’s
owner, L Tungsten Corp, — last in & senes of

usetd as a dumping ground, Al of this occurrad
before the establishment of the strict environ-
mental laws we have today,

Wah Chang Carp, and Wah Chang Smelting
and Refining Co., LI Tungsten Corp,, and others
ran facilities on different portions of the site for
dacades

The U Tungsten facility processed tungsten,
a material used to harden steel, it recened
tungsten ores from around the word and
smeited them to produce lungsten carhide
powder, tngsten wire, and welding rods. The
heawy metals and radicactive ore residues
from this process contaminated the property,

far the LLS, Army Corps of Enpineess, MNaw York
[Fstrict. She can ke reached at joanne. castagna@
uSACESNTIY.iil

transformers, elemental mercury, and gas
cylinders. containing compressed liguids and
gases spilled on the property. During an initial
round of remadiation, the agency hired a con-
tractor o remove the most serious chemical
and radivactive hazards.

But the ERA also found low-level radiation
and hesvy melal contamination in the zoil
throughout the 26-acre Ll Tungsten lacility as
well a5 in the nearby 23-acre Captain's Cowe

“The remediation project offers a successful case study

showing how public agencies,

through creative partnerships

with private developers and contractars, can play a critical
role in rehabilitating land contaminated by past uses.”

Once the last owner had gone bankrupt
around 20 years ago, Mew York State asked
the EPA to assess damage to the land, The
agency found large quantities of hazardous
materials, such as laboratory chemicals and
PCE-contaminated waste in and arolnd hun-
dreds of rusted drums and underaround tanks,

In addition, the apency found asbestos,
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property long used as a dumping ground by
ared businesses and residents. The contami.
nated fand went onto the federal Superfund
list in 1992, then into receivership, while the
agency performed additional remediation.
During. that time, the EPA comvened a U
Turgsten Task Force that included representa-
tves from EPA, state and county heaith >>



The Bottom Line

ang environmental agencies, and the Glen
Cove municipal government to craft a lohg-
ramge remediation plan. The agency also
reachad out (o citizens in the community 1o
their input

The property finally headed on the path o
full recuperation in 1922, when the Glen Cove
Industrial Development Agency purchased

the site with redevelopment in mind. It devel-
oned a new plan with the EPA, which in twm
enlistod the LS, Anmiy Corps to complets the
remediation, one of dozens of collaboratsons
between the tuo agencies in the region,

The efforl invoived several phases of work
in recent years, Last year, the EPA Issued an
nteragency agreement with the New York

District of the Corps to oversee remadiation
waork at the Captain's Cowe sie. The MNew York
fiistrict hired Cont Environmental Senvices as
the remedizstion contractor,

It was no-small job, according to Richard
Gajdek, the project manager for tha MNew York
Districl It entailed excavalion, separation of
radicactive and metal-contaminated soil from

clean earth, and transport of the contamingt-

ed goil to appropriately licensed disposal faci

ftigs, It required extensive Measures w0 pro-
| tect the public, including lmiting site access
and monikaring e guality.

The effort also has called for extensive co-
ordination and communication, ineluding
weskly conference calls with the agenties,
contractors: and techmcal staff, The meetings
haye covared major project elements Such as
seheduie, cost, technical items, and local po-
[tical considerations,

Conti Degan the lawest round of remadia:
ticn wearks i spring 2005, removing 87,500
tans of radioactive soils and 35,000 tons of
metals-contaminated soifs. This cleanug,
along with the futire cleanup of other nearky
aregs, Is clearing the way for the new water-
front redevelopment to break ground. |

The goal of the city's industrial develop-
mert agency is to link the nearty doanien
shopping area with the redeveioped water-
frant. Thirty percent of the devalopment will
feature parks, public souares, nature walks,
and botanical gardens. Pedestrian-frisndly
wialking paths will be lined with restaurants,
arl gallenes, stores, condominiums, and ho-
tels. The azency will select private develapers
0 carry out the visian,

The new waterfront deveiopment is expect-
ed to create as manmy as 1,700 naw full-time
jobs and bring in rew business that will gener.
ate an estimated $200 milion in annual sales
But the development, expected o be come
plete & decade; could never have moved
ahead without the public-private efforts: (o
clean up what was once lost termtory, <<
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