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On the Waterfront

ecently, an a cool, brevay moming vverlocking the water in

Clen Cove, Mew York, the dty's mavor enthusiastically faced a

crowd of public and media, As she stood hefore them, she
announced that the last tuckload of radioactivie waste was being hauled
from the property, a partion al the L Tungsten Superfund Site, clearing
the way for a niew waterfront development

Standing alongside her at the podium were members of the LLS,
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA); ULS. Anmy Corps of Engineers,
New York District; and state and local apencies that bad playved major
rules in making this milestone a reality for the small community.

IThe City af Glen Cove is located
on the north shore of Long 1shand,
approximately 28 miles east of
Mew York Citv. The Long lsland
Sound lies 10 its norh and the
Hempstead Harbor to s west.
Running inland from the harbor is
the Clen Cove Creels a one-mile
federal navigation channel that is
dredged by the Corps every few
vears to ease boat travel, The city
has eight miles of waterfront, ane
mile of which has been used by
industry,

Li Tungsten Superfund Site

For decades, the one-mile indus-
trialized portion of the Glen Cove
waterfront was ocoupied by vanous
industries and a portion was vsed
as a dumping pround. All of this
accurred before the establishment of the strict envionmental laws in
place today

wah Chang Corp. and Wah Chang Smelting and Refining Company
were two of these companies. {Wah Chang ironically means “great devel
opment” — in part — in Chinese. ) These campanies, along with others
such as the L Tungsten Corp, ran a facility on different portions al the
gite fram the 1940s to the mid-1850s

The facility processed wngsten, a matenal used in industry 1o harden
steel. The facilioy received tungsien ores froor around the world and
smelted them to produce such things as wngsten carbide powder, ung
sten wire, and welding rods. The heavy metals and radioactive ore
residues from this production process contaminated the properny.

I the mid-1980s, the Li Tungsten Corp,, the last in a series of site
operatars, went bankrupt, and the property wis purchased by the Glen

Revitatization | May [ June 2008

ps of Engine

s helps clean up site for new development
by JOANNE CASTAGNA, EDD.

Cove Developmen Corp. (GEDCE]

Mew York State asked the EPA, Region 2, to investigate the propeny’s
land and nine buildings and remove any contaminated wiste left by the
COMpPAny.

e EPA found large quantities of hazardous matenals, such as labo-
ratory chemicals and PCR-contaminated waste in hindreds of nsted
drums and in above and underground tanks. In addition, it also discos:
ered ashiestos, transformers, and gas ovlinders containing vompressed
liquids and gases and elemental mercury spilled on the property. An EPA
contractor had the site remediated, and the most serious chemical and
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radioactive haeards at the former
Facility swere removed,

The EPds investigation also

found  Tow-devel radiation and

heavy-meta] contamination — pos-

ing a public health risk — in the soil throughou the 26-acre LI Tungsten

facility. as well as in the nearby 23-acre Caplain’s Cove praperty thal was

long used as a dumping ground by area businesses arwd residents

Corps assists EPA

In spring 2005, the EPA Sssued an Interagency, Agreement witl the
Corps’ New York District 10 perform emediation warrke at the Caplain’s
Cove portion of the L Tungsten Superfund Site. The work was awarcded
to and performed by the Corps’ Kansas City Distrct,

“Oyr responsibility was 1o excavate the soil, separate the radioactive
and metal-contaminated soil from the non-contaminated soil, and
transport the contaminated sofl o appropriately licensed Jdisposal facihi-
ties * said Richard Gaidek, project manager, New York Districn, LLE Anny
Caorps of Engineers




Gajdel also satd that throughout the constuction periond, the public
has been protected from any potential health threats, "The public is pro-
hibited from the site that is fenced off and guarded. Also, we continually
manitar the air quality and inspect-and clean the trucks that enter and
keave the praperty.”

Ihe construction contractor, Conti Environmental Services, bwszan the
remediation work in spring 2005 and most of the work has since been
completed, Approximately 87,500 tons of radicactive soils and 35,000
tons of metal-contaminated soils have been remaoved from the site and
transported 1o disposal facilitles. This clean-up, along with the futre
clean-up of other areas of the site, will clear the way for the new water-
fromt redesvelopment.

New waterfront development

Fhe 1i Tungsten Superfund Site properties are the centerpiece for the
communays plans o revitalize 214 acres of the cin's waterfrant

Glen Cave Industrial Development Agency's goal is 1o link the Ciy's
nearby downiown shopping area with the waterfront, Thiny percent of
the development will be comprised of parks, public squares, nawre
wilks, and hotanical gardens. Pedestrian-friendly walking paths will be
lined with restaurants, art galleries, stores, and hotels, In addition, there
will be luxury condominiums and various modes of public transpara-
ton, including trolleys, eleauic carts, water taxis, and Ferry service 1o New
York Chtv

Click Here.
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Get More Information.
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MIGrE SUpEnse an oxcavator loading radlisactive 2oil for affsite removal

The new waterlront development is expected 1o create as manv as
1700 new full-tioee jobs and bring in new businesses that will senerite
an esimated 3200 million m annual sales. The Glen Cove waterfront
development 15 expected w be complered ina decade,

T learn mare about the waterfront development, visit www.gleneove.
licom. For information about Superfund, visit the FPA swehsine ar
wiwialepa o superfionud

DR. JOANMNE CASTAGNA 7= o technical weitorsdior with the LIS, An my: Coms af
Engineers, New Yotk District. She can be reached at joanne. cants semadivsace. armymil
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