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graffiti roots came from being here.

The vibe and excitement of Newark also
influenced the kinds of materials I use
and the way I dress.”

Over the past few decades, there
has been a shift in Newark’s art scene,
with an influx of younger artists and
gallery owners. “There are people who
are starting non-profits and galleries,”
says Davson. “That has an effect on
programming because younger people
tend to be drawn to things that are more
hip and innovative. There’s also a lot
of attention being paid to performance
art. The scene has also been affected
by what’s going on with the LGBTQ
community because they have been more
vocal and assertive, in terms of advocacy
and also in terms of the arts.”

Gant knows that every generation
creates its own rules. When speaking of
the new generation of artists, he says,
“They also create their own statues,
heroes, and sheroes. So the Newark art
scene grows and decays all at the same
time. It’s the same old game with new
players.” And while the game continues,
it’s a guarantee that Gant, Aljira, and
City Without Walls will continue to be a
dynamic part of the process. m

Five Quest
With Newark Museum’s
N

BY JOANNE CASTAGNA

ions

Steven Kern is the Newark Museum'’s new director and CEO, but he's no stranger to the
museum world. For the past 30 years, Kern has built strong credentials while working

as director and curator for museums in Connecticut, Massachusetts, San Diego, and for

the past eight years with the Everson Museum of Art in Syracuse, New York. NewarkBound
Magazine had the opportunity to talk with Kern about his plans for New Jersey's

largest museum. In addition, he explains how this 105-year-old, internationally renowned
institution is poised to help push Newark forward.

Why did you take this position?
Newark is especially interesting. The city is in
mid-resurgence, with signs of reinvestment
and change across the city center. As a cultural
anchor in downtown for more than a century,
the museum is poised to help push our
community forward.

What interests you about

this museum?

The Newark Museum'’s history of leadership

is inspiring. First of all, it was founded by John
Cotton Dana, a visionary who is regarded as the
grandfather of the modern museum, believing

in service, accessibility and relevance more than
a century ago. He did not respect boundaries
between art and science and also believed that
artistic expression was everywhere; his collecting
was revolutionary. The Newark Museum now
boasts one of the largest collections in the United
States with definitive holdings of Tibetan, Asian,
African, American and decorative arts. It is also
one of the few major American museums with
art, science and history under one roof.

What do you hope to accomplish
in the next few years?

Strengthening connections will be our main
focus. Collaboration, integration and engagement
are the themes for the immediate future. Art

and science, moder and historical, old and new
will come together more deeply than ever in the
museum'’s exhibitions and programs. Believing
that the museum belongs to everyone, we will

The Newark Museum:

continue to build bridges with partnerships
across the community, not just with logical
partners in arts and culture such as the New
Jersey Performing Arts Center, the New Jersey
Symphony, Aljira: A Center for Contemporary Art,
and the Greater Newark Convention & Visitors
Bureau, for example, but with neighborhoods,
higher education, healthcare, and our business
and corporate colleagues.

Do you have any long range
plans for the museum?

Our future plans include mounting engaging
exhibitions, designing innovative educational
programs, acquiring the best collections,
upgrading and expanding our physical plant,
and building our endowment to strengthen our
fiscal position. As we look to the future, with a
new Rutgers-Newark residential tower on one
side and new Prudential towers on the other,
the museum will be positioned to leverage our
identity as New Jersey's largest museum and our
location in the center of a thriving downtown.

Is there anything else you
would like to tell our readers?
The Newark Museum, like the city itself, is at

a crossroads. Sometime around our founding,
Theodore Roosevelt said, “Get action. Seize the
moment.” These words have special meaning for
the Newark Museum and we must follow them.
In so doing, we can be certain of the power of
the Newark Museum to excite, enlighten, and
empower for the next several generations. | look
forward to working together on this journey.

newarkmuseum.org
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